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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 5                   ENGLISH  LITERATURE           MARKING SCHEME  

 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   
 

SECTION A – DRAMA                    (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                    (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                    (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) 

and for relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  
 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 
   Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

   Content is relevant and accurate  

   Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

   Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 
 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 
 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 
 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 
 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 

 

SECTION D -  UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                    (25 marks) 

Unless the questions require the candidate to give a specific response or use specific words or 

phrases, award marks for answers that are similar to the models given or express the same 

meaning.  
 

1. List four ways in which the crow tries to come to terms with the sea.    

                                                                                                                    4 x ½ mark = 2 marks 

Accept any four of the following.  

 He tried ignoring the sea.  He tried hating the sea. 
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 He tried talking to the sea. 

 He tried sympathy for the sea.  

 He tried just being in the same world 

as the sea. 
 

2. Quote a line that brings out the immensity of the sea.                    1 mark 

 But it was bigger than death, just as it was bigger than life.  
  

3. The sea is unresponsive to the crow. Quote two examples.                  2 x 1 mark = 2 marks 

a. He tried talking to the sea,  

But his brain shuttered 

b. He tried sympathy for the sea  

But it shouldered him off 
Accept any other appropriate answer.   
  

4. Identify the figure of speech in the following phrases.                         3 x 1 mark = 3 marks 

a. his eyes winced from it as from open flame simile  

b. it shouldered him off personification / metaphor 

c. Like a water-drop off a hot stove Simile 
Accept any other appropriate answer.   
  

5. Explain the following phrases.                                                             3 x 2 marks = 6 marks 

a. ‘his eyes winced from it as from open flame’. 

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the sea caused the crow anguish (or 

pain) in the same way that a person might feel pain when looking at an open flame.  
  

b. ‘as a dead thing shoulders you off’  

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the sea had a repelling effect similar to 

that caused by something dead.  
  

c. ‘And his cheery blood banged off it’   

Award marks to students who bring out the idea that the crow’s cheerful nature was repulsed 

by the sea.  
  

6. Find two examples of repetition. Explain the effect of the repetition used.               3 marks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Award 1 mark to students who refer to the words ‘He tried… but’ and a further 2 marks to 

students who write that this creates a sense of futility / inadequacy / defeat.  

Accept any other appropriate answer.   
  

7. At the end of the poem there is a sense of defeat. Show how this sense of defeat is brought 

out.                                                                                                                              4 marks                                                                                                     

Award marks to students who bring out the following ideas: 

 When the crow turns its back (1 mark) and marches away from the sea (1 mark) it 

appears to be defeated by the sea. 

 When the crow is compared to ‘a crucified man (that) cannot move’ the sense of 

defeat is so strong that it gives the impression it is almost crippled by its experience of 

the sea (2 marks). 
 

8. In a paragraph of about 50 words show what human qualities the crow appears to have.          

                                                                                                                                    4 marks 

Award marks to students who show that they can use appropriate textual evidence and 

respond sensitively to details such as the following: (i) The crow’s feelings of sympathy and 

hate; (ii) the comparison of the crow to a crucified man; (iii) the reference to the crow as 

‘he’; (iv) the fact that the crow talks to the sea. Accept any other plausible detail.  

Award 4 marks if the student responds appropriately to 4 details; 3 marks for 3 details;          

2 marks for 2 details; 1 mark for 1 detail. Deduct 1 mark if the number of words is not 

between 45-55 words. 
 


